
Sedro-Woolley School District
First-Grade Elementary  

Parent Report Card Guide
Please use this guide when 
reviewing your child’s report 
card. After looking at the report 
card and this guide, feel free to 
contact your child’s teacher if you 
still have questions. Please note 
the Grading Key in the upper 
left-hand corner of the report 
card when reviewing this report 
card guide.

READING
Literature 
Identify characters, setting and major events in 
a fiction story: The students will be able to ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text. They will 
retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate 
understanding of their central message or lesson. They will 
describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, 
using key details. 
Identify words and phrases that suggest feelings: 
Identify words or phrases in stories or poems that suggest 
feelings, explain major differences between books that tell 
stories and books that give information, and identify who 
is telling the story at various points in a text. 
Describe characters, settings and events: Use 
illustrations and details in a story to describe its 
characters, setting, or events. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Motor skills and Movement Patterns (Standard 1, 
addressing movement expectations in a wide range of 
activities) 
Examples include: throwing, catching, galloping, 
rhythm, weight transfer. Skills are determined by 
grade level and vary according to units. 
Responsible Personal and Social Behavior (Standard 
4, addressing safety, feedback, teamwork and rule 
following, more specific than basic participation) 
Examples include: rules and etiquette, receiving and 
providing feedback, working with others, and safety. 

HOW WILL IT BE ASSESSED? 
● Formative Assessments (paper, Plickers, anecdotal 
notations) 
● Entry/Exit Tasks 
● Peer-Peer sharing 
● Self and/or Peer evaluations 

Skills are assessed specifically for each unit within 
EACH SEMESTER. Scores indicate how a student 
is doing for specific unit skills within THAT 
SEMESTER only, not as a progressive measure of 
their OVERALL ability from beginning of year to end 
of year. Unit equipment is shared across the district, 
with individual schools running units based on 
availability and gym space. Schools do not run units 
simultaneously.  

CHARACTERISTICS OF 
SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS:
Students are assessed on personal and study skills, as 
well as the academic skills they are developing. These 
are key skills, attitudes and behaviors students are 
building that increase success in their academic and 
social lives, supporting each student’s ability to deal 
with daily tasks and challenges.



Informational Text
Identify topic and key details: 
Students will ask and answer 
questions about key details in a 
text. Identify the main topic and 
retell key details of a text. Describe 
the connections between two 
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces 
of information in a text. 
Ask and answer questions: 
Ask and answer questions to help 
determine or clarify the meaning 
of words in a text, know and use 
text features (headings, table of 
contents, glossaries) to locate 
information, and distinguish 
between information provided by 
pictures/text.
Compare and contrast 
stories: Compare and contrast 
the adventures and experiences of 
characters in stories. 

Foundational Skills 
Phonological Awareness: 
Distinguish long from short vowels, 
orally produce single syllable words, 
and orally state the sounds within 
a word. 
Phonics and Word 
Recognition:
Know and apply grade-level phonics 
and word analysis in decoding 

words: Knows consonant digraphs 
such as; sh, ch, th, ph, etc., decodes 
regularly one syllable words, know 
vowel teams such as; ai, ea, ee, ay, 
final e, etc., know each syllable 
must include a vowel, decodes two 
syllable words, and reads words 
with endings such as; -ing and -ed. 
Reads grade levels sight words: 
Sight words are words that need 
to be read automatically without 
sounding out.
Fluency:
Reads accurately and fluently to 
support comprehension: Reads 
grade level text with purpose 
and understanding, expression, 
appropriate rate and accuracy, 
and uses context to confirm or 
self-correct word recognition 
and understanding, rereading as 
necessary.

WRITING
Narrative: sequenced events 
with conclusion: Student’s 
story clearly has a beginning, uses 
transition words, gives details to 
support their idea, and they found a 
way to end their story. 
Information: topic, facts, 
conclusion: Student’s story clearly 
has a topic, beginning, provides 
facts about a topic, includes an 
ending, and uses appropriate 
spelling and punctuation. 
Opinion: introduction, 
opinion, reasons, conclusion: 
Student’s story clearly has a hook 
to get the reader’s attention, states 
their opinion, supply reasons for 
their opinion, and uses appropriate 
spelling and punctuation. 

SPEAKING AND 
LISTENING
Participate in collaborative 
conversations: Students will 

participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse partners 
about grade one topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small and 
larger groups.

LANGUAGE
Correctly uses capital letters 
and punctuation: Capitalize 
dates and names of people, uses 
end punctuation for sentences, use 
commas in dates and to separate for 
words with common spelling.
Use conventional spellings 
with common spelling patterns 
and sight words: Spell untaught 
words phonetically drawing on 
phonemic awareness and spelling 
conventions. Spell known sight 
words correctly.
Uses correct grammar when 
writing and speaking: Use 
proper pronouns, possessive nouns, 
verbs, and nouns. Use uppercase 
and lowercase letters, and use verbs 
to convey a sense of past, present 
and future.

SCIENCE
In addition to the scientific facts 
your student will work with, 
teachers will also be looking for 
students to learn as authentic 
scientists; asking questions, 
modeling thinking, arguing from 
evidence etc. Also, students will use 
core ideas such as cause and effect, 
systems, energy, and patterns to 
deepen understanding of the core 
ideas. For first grade, the overall 
sequence of learning includes:

Engineering: 
Engineering: Students are 
expected to ask questions, plan and 
create models, analyze and interpret 
data, construct explanations, 
develop solutions, obtain, evaluate 
and communicate information. 

Physical:
Light: Understand the availability 
of light, how it travels from place to 
place, and our ability to see objects.
Sound and Vibrations: 
Understands the relationship 
between sound and vibrating 
materials.
Life: 
Plants and animals: Understand 
how plants and animals use their 
external parts to help them survive, 
grow, and meet their needs. 
Earth:
Sky Patterns: Can observe, 
describe, and predict some patterns 
of the movement of objects in the 
sky.

MATHEMATICS
Operations and 
Algebraic Thinking 
Represent and solve word 
problems that involve addition 
and subtraction to 20: Solve 
word problems involving situations 
of adding to, taking from, 
putting together, taking apart, 
and comparing by using objects, 
drawing, and equation. 
Fluently add and subtract 
numbers to 10: Use strategies 
such as counting on, making 10, 
and decomposing a number leading 
to a 10. 
Use strategies to add and 
subtract to 20: Student uses a 
variety of models to demonstrate 
their understanding.

Numbers and 
Operations in Base Ten 
Count, read, and write number 
to 120 starting at any number: 
In this range, read and write 
numbers and represent a number of 
objects with a written numeral. 
Understand place value: 

Understand that two digits number 
represent amount of tens and ones 
(15= 1 ten and 5 ones).
Use place value understanding 
and properties of operation to 
add and subtract: Understand 
that in adding two-digit numbers, 
one adds tens and tens, ones and 
ones; and sometimes create a new 
10, and mentally finds 10 more and 
10 less.

Measurement and Data 
Measure length: Order three 
objects by length, compare the 
lengths of two objects, and express 
the length using a measuring unit 
(e.g. cubes, popsicle sticks, etc.). 
Tell and write time to the hour 
and half hour
Represent and interpret data: 
Organize, represent, and interpret 
data with up to three categories and 
ask and answer questions about the 
data (how many in each category, 
comparing the categories)

Geometry
Reason with shapes and their 
attributes: Distinguish between 
defining attributes (sides and 
angles) and compose 2 and 3 
dimensional shapes. 
Partition circles and rectangles into 
two and four equal shares: Partition 
and describe the shares using the 
words halves, fourths, and quarters.

SOCIAL STUDIES 
Knowledge of Content: 
Washington state is currently in 
the process of adopting new social 
studies standards in the areas 
of geography, civics, economics, 
history, and culture. 

ART
The students receive this grade 
from the Art Specialist in the 

building. The students are learning 
the basic concepts of art, learning 
how to use their art tools safely and 
correctly, and forming their own 
individual artistic style

MUSIC 
The students receive this grade 
from the Music Specialist in the 
building. The students are learning 
the basic concepts of music and 
musical interactions in solo, small 
group and whole group activities. 

TECHNOLOGY
The students receive this grade 
from the Technology Specialist 
in the building. In first grade the 
students are reminded on how to 
safely handle their technology tools. 
They are taught how to log on, use 
the keys or touch pads correctly 
and efficiently. Students may use 
the technology time to develop 
keyboarding skills and to play 
learning games to support other 
subject areas. 


